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Attitude Towards Agricultural Land Functions
in Taiwan: A Comparative Study of the General

Public and Farmers and of Spatial Difference'

Chen-Jai Lee’, Yi-Ru Fangs, Ben-Chuan Liao*,
Yu-Jen Wang’ and Yi-Chi Lan®

Abstract

The traditional function of agriculture is for food production. Two new agricultural
regimes — post-productivism and multifunctional agriculture (or multifuctionality) — are
initiated in western advanced countries in the mid 1980s. The new agricultural regime
state that “beyond its primary function of producing food and fibre, agricultural activity
can also shape the landscape, provide environmental benefits such as land conservation,
the sustainable management of renewable resources and preservation of biodiversity and
contribute to the socio-economic viability of rural areas.” The land is the main factor for
agricultural management, so that what function should agricultural land have is a critical
issue for implementation of new agricultural regime.

This paper conducts Likert’s scale questionnaires of general public and farmers
in order to understand there attitude toward agricultural land functions Taiwan’s. The
questionnaires of farmers are conducted in two ideal types of rural. One of them is
Dachou village in I-Lan county which represents an adjusting rural space type toward
new agricultural regime and other is Ginliou community in Tainan county which presents
a traditional rural space type remain producing food and fibre as primary function of
agricultural land use. The different questionnaire enables us to compare the attitude
between general public and farmers, and also between farmers in different rural types.

The findings show that:

1. Both of the general public and farmers have an attitude toward the new agricultural

regime. This means that they agree that agricultural land has multiple functions—
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producing, ecological and living functions.

2. The general public is more romantic to rural idyll than farmers, and in agricultural land
use farmers are more practical and conservative than the general public.

3. The farmers in different rural space have different attitudes toward agricultural land
functions. The farmers in adjusted rural have a higher percentage of agree that beyond
its primary function of producing food and fibre, agricultural land can also shape

alternative functions —for environment protection, leisure and so on.

Keywords: agricultural land functions, post-productivism, multifunctionality, the

general public, farmers
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HYYTIA and Kola, 2005) - {HfERERERIZE [ » Arovuori and Kola (2006) 3
HERGIL TSR A FIETT - ARSI —HE 7 0 TiE - HEIE RS
B (1992) DURGEHATT (1999) #LEERMAAY 720 e ZiE E il
PENE - KHASGETRRERIE L - K hss BEREaE E w7 XA
HETEARE - DHERFAENE » £ BRERAEHE L IRZihE A% » H
PRUUEE G AR T AT -

3. Z&[KFE : Yrjold and Kola (2004) ~ Arovuori and Kola (2006) >~ HYYTIA
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(1999) ZERft7edaRman - il K32 w2 A\ BRI RE B E (R AR S 2R
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Wgesa - R RAE Bt B8R R R DR B AR 2252 - BIER
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RILE SRS (20 A7) sRET -
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RIS F R 21 SCE BRI - 30 HE it T U R E E AR R M T
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ST o MR B AE S AR R - DUS R S 8 36 Bl A A
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BEBEBCGES - MMam SRR SR LR R NI T2 - N &
EAEE S @EAHTS R A R R pa P L8R R & - RILEATEE
Rz T Ze -
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43



T B YEE—
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(2) —f R AE

MR IR By — KRS« B—E I {HEE - AETEDIRE ~ 2EDIRE ~ 4
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WRRIA > D S Ea S IR -

4. {75 E
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#259% (random-digit dialing, RDD ) FEfFEELEREMG - I TREMER AN FERTRHA -
BRG] UG R e B 2 sz - LB S A Rm i sZah=R
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