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Political Technology of Apple: Territorial
Politics and Economy of the Mountain
Agriculture in Taiwan

Po-Yi Hung*, Hui-Tsen Hsiao**

ABSTRACT

By tracing the historical trajectory of temperate fruit production in Taiwan,
particularly apples, this essay aims to understand the symbolic and material changes of
Taiwan’s mountain agriculture. Focusing on the post-World War II period to the present,
we argue that the development of mountain agriculture in Taiwan operates as a political
technology. Territory as political technology requires the political-legal mechanisms
of the state to authorize power in maintaining order inside its territorial sovereignty.
Meanwhile, political technology also comprises political-technical dimensions such as
surveying and mapping techniques in order to produce a “legible” territory for both the
state and the market. Specifically, this work focuses on Lishan, a major apple production
area, located in Taiwan’s Central Mountain Range, to explore the relationship between
mountain agriculture and the politics of territorialization. Throughout our analysis, we
intend to shed light on how the development of mountain agriculture was not just a
mission for the production of temperate fruits per se, but also a political project to turn
the mountain landscape into a controllable territory of farmlands. In other words, we use
Lishan to illustrate the relationship between the production of mountain agriculture and the
increase of state control over its Central Mountain Range area, a political territorialization
process. Additionally, we argue that this political territorialization has simultaneously brought
economic deterritorialization, by connecting Taiwan’s Central Mountain Range to the market
economy. This political territorialization, and simultaneous economic deterritorialization,

reflects the dynamic relationship between mountain agriculture and society in Taiwan.
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