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When | had the opportunity to act as
content editor for the department
newsletter back in November 2018 for
the first time, | invited students with
whom | was working to contribute and
to share their thoughts, their experiences,
their aspirations, struggles and hopes. As
a bit of an admittedly biased
cross-section, the  majority  were
undergraduate and graduate students
from the geomatics group. Today, I still
believe these contributions aged very
well and there is quite a bit to learn from
what students have been sharing in those
short essays. There are messages for
teachers to reflect upon if they want to
invest the time, and there are messages
for students on their individual paths for
when they have to decide which route to
take: to either continue studying or to
find a job, to stay at NCCU or to
continue somewhere else.

I contacted some of these students again
for this month’s edition of the newsletter
to ask them how they feel about their
decision when looking back at their first
contribution. How did their life develop
in the meantime and how have
aspirations and ideas changed perhaps.

| feel privileged that those former
students | asked happily agreed to revisit
their contribution and to reflect, and |
am equally excited to have received
contributions from new authors that
were willing and open to share their
thoughts and decision process. | would
like to again thank all of them.

I do hope readers may find some
answers, or even questions that have not
been asked thus far, find some
inspiration or identify starting points for
making a decision, depending on where
they are on their paths at the time of
reading.

Stephan van Gasselt
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Life can only be understood backwards,
while it must be lived forward
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