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Where the Journey begins...
jovh d
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Congratulations!

You made it to NCCU, and you
successfully entered the department of
Land Economics. | wish there was an
epic soundtrack to accompany you
during this transition, but there is none.
Epic soundtracks come when a journey

ends, not when it starts.


http://www.storm.mg/lifestyle/475196
http://www.storm.mg/lifestyle/475196

And your journey has just begun.

“Kudos” also for making it here.
You are likely one of the few students
who decided to take a closer look at this
newsletter and to challenge yourself by
reading an English text.

When | had my interview at this
department several years ago, one of the
teachers asked me about the challenge of
getting students motivated or even
inspired. | remember having answered
that teachers can already be quite happy
if they reach 5% of students and manage
to make some impact. The number is
likely less, and that might sound too low
to you. It is not about being pleased with
seemingly insignificant results, but it is
because “making an impact” requires
two things: continuous communication
in two directions, and secondly, it is
reflection. Reflection on both sides as to
how information was perceived and
what this information actually means.

It would be easy to give you some
random advice, as the older generation
always has the impression that it is wiser,
or more educated. It also believes that
the next generation (you) is never
listening... you might have experienced
this in your discussions at home or at
high school. The real reason behind this
perception often lies in expectation.

Expectations that students ought to learn

things in a way that were valid a
generation ago, during a time when the
peak of communication technology was
a simple web browser and email
exchange. On the other hand, there are
expectations that teachers are supposed
to present to you a topic that
automatically enters your brain and
makes you instantly smarter. And that
teachers might magically connect all the
different topics in your brain. That is,
unfortunately, not the case. Does that

disappoint you?

Your brains work differently from
that of other generations, and if you do
not take it from me, take it from
neurophysiological research published
over the last decades. Your perception of
information is different, and so is your
way of developing knowledge and
connecting  different aspects. Your
average attention span has dramatically
decreased (thank the internet for that),
but so has the attention span of your
teachers, who also grew up with the
early internet. And so will the attention
span of your kids, who grow up with a
later version of the internet, simply

decrease.

It is your task in this new episode
of your life to find a way to absorb
information and to make it stick --- to
make it yours. It will be enriched with

your thinking, your experiences, and



your own studies. No language teacher
can put vocabulary into your brain, that
Is work that you need to invest. And this
very much also applies to any other
topic that is taught at university.

There is plenty of good advice out
there, and you have read and heard it

already multiple times...

When looking back | would say
that one important piece of advice (not
the single best one) is to always look
beyond the limits of what you are
presented with. Don't let anyone tell you
that something is not significant right
now if you want to know it. If it sounds
interesting to you, it will be interesting,
and by digging deeper you will always
be ahead and develop your very own
skills and interests that nobody else will
have. That makes you special and that
gives you confidence. It will not only
help you to find a job that you actually
like (and not some job that you get sick
of after three months after graduation). It
will also allow you to find your actual
aim of what you want to achieve one
day in your professional life. That aim is
something that you cannot see right now
as you are currently floating from one
education institute to the next one
because this is how it has always worked
in your 1ife. You will find your aim by
defining it yourself, by trying things out,
by falling and by getting up again, and

by always trying to think outside the box
that you are living in.

Keep in mind to stay critical. The
text that you read here is not more true
because a teacher wrote it for you. You
have been one of the very few who have
read it because you were curious—that
was your decision alone. You will be
able to think about how far it applies to
your life and your study aims. Value
does not come because it has been said
or taught; value comes because you have
thought about it.

Good luck getting started and
keep asking!
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